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impotence. It is less certain what part education played in the period between 600
A.D. and 1600 A.D., during which time China was vastly superior to the West in most
realms of science and applied technology.
The consensus concerning the modern period since 1600 A.D. points to such
deficiencies in the traditional educational system of China as its fixation upon the
wisdom literature of the past, its idealization of formalism and ceremonialism in
behavior and orthodoxy in thought, its reliance upon private educational auspices for
the few rather than upon public provision for the many, its shunning of the goal of
practicality and progress in the satisfying of human wants, its narrowing of the
achievement motivation from public service to personal prestige and preferment, its
stodgy reluctance to adapt the examination system to the kind of scientific and secular
knowledge that blossomed in the West from 1500 A.D. onwards, and the gradual
erosion of the ideal of genuine educational and moral merit as the basis for governance
in favor of cramming for the passing of examinations and the formal prerogatives they
bestowed.
All civilizations have had their share of such ingredients of educational con-
servatism, China perhaps more than most, the West perhaps somewhat less. We now
turn to the role of education in the civilization-building process of the Graeco-Roman
world.